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The European Remanufacturing Council welcomes the publication of the roadmap of the New 
Circular Economy Action Plan. In particular, because of the contribution it makes to EU climate 
ambitions, we support the proposal to prioritize reuse and repair of products before they are 
ultimately destroyed for material recycling and disposal. Evidence provided by UNEP in an 
international study led by Professor Nabil Nasr1 indeed demonstrates that the CO2 emissions from 
most product life cycles can be up to 98% lower when the product is designed to be returned for an 
industrial-scale value retention process such as remanufacturing, refurbishment, reconditioning, 
maintenance and overhaul. A white paper, “Better Than New”, developed in 2019 by the Council in 
collaboration with the Ellen MacArthur Foundation and setting out recommendations for CO2 
reduction is appended to this submission. 
 
Rather than quickly becoming waste, remanufactured products are made to last and be maintained 
for many lives – not just one – while delivering performance. Many products,  especially but not 
exclusively electrical and electronic products, contain very small quantities of highly functional raw 
materials, the economic value of which is so low that they are unrecoverable from the ferrous and 
non-ferrous material recycling processes at end of life. By contrast, extending the life of 
components and products will slow down the permanent loss of many functional raw materials.  
 
Linking the plan with the forthcoming industrial strategy is welcome. Existing remanufacturing 
activities in the EU are valued at €30 billion, representing only 2% of the equivalent manufactured 
sales2. However, it is the potential for this activity to increase that makes it relevant to the 
industrial strategy. The EU is well positioned to be home to large-scale regional centres for 
industrial-scale remanufacturing because of the size of its regional market for used products.  If 
such a development were accompanied by a review of the existing regulations in order to remove 
regulatory uncertainty and support the remanufacturing practices found in a wide range of sectors 
many more business and consumer products could see their working lives extended.  
 
Today digital technologies offer a new gateway for the expansion of remanufacturing, boosting 
innovation in the sector at an unprecedented pace, allowing remanufacturers to know much more 
about the use-profile, locations and actual wear and tear, and eventually enabling them to maintain 
and upgrade products. Industry 4.0 technologies are being used to enable this improved product 
life cycle: “digital twin” techniques, additive engineering, robotic disassembly and in-use data 
monitoring are already in evidence amongst our membership companies.  
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The circular economy will be an important element of a higher value, innovation-led growth 
economy for Europe in which net zero carbon emissions can be achieved. It will require an effective 
collaboration between the policy makers and stakeholders and we look forward to supporting and 
contributing to this dialogue in the coming months.  
More information on the work of the Council, its publications and positions can be found here.  

 
European Remanufacturing Council Membership 
The Council is bringing together businesses and business organisations that support the 
remanufacture and refurbishment of products. The Council represents three main categories of 
business: OEMs (Original Equipment Manufacturers), their approved third-party remanufacturing 
suppliers and the independent third parties that operate with and without OEM endorsement. 
The range of products represented so far includes industrial bearings, tyres, medical devices, 
automotive components, power generation, telecoms equipment, printer cartridges and logistics. 
We do not currently have representation in aviation, high-speed rail and the marine sectors, where 
product life extension practices are established and technically advanced. Approximately 90% of 
remanufacturing activity is in the B2B space (business to business). There is a need to extend the 
expertise in the B2B area to the B2C (Business to Consumer) area and the Council seeks to enable 
this where possible. 
A full list of current members is available at  www.remancouncil.eu  
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For additional information please contact: 

David Fitzsimons, Director              
European Remanufacturing Council / 
Conseil Européen de Remanufacture 
david.fitzsimons@remancouncil.eu 

                                                             

 

 
About the Conseil Européen de Remanufacture:  
The vision of the European Remanufacturing Council is to triple 
the value of Europe’s remanufacturing sector to €100 billion by 
2030. We will bring together businesses from every product 
sector to share knowledge, and seek changes to policy with the 
aim of making remanufacturing a normal part of the product life 
cycle.  
Transparency Register 623517430489-68 

 

The CER is managed by Oakdene Hollins 
Ardenham Court, Oxford Road,   
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP19 8HT 
UK 
+44 (0)1296 423915 
www.oakdenehollins.com 
Oakdene Hollins is registered to ISO 9001:2015 and 
ISO 14001:2015.
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